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Dividing and Inclgfing the Common 


Pariſh of Felton, in the County of 


QT 


dereas there is u certain Comin or Tract of Land, and 
7. ON Waſte Ground, commonly called or known by the Name 
. 8 of Felton-Common; containing, by Eſtimation, One thou- 
fand Thirty-five Acres, ſituate and lying in the Pariſh of 
um, within the Manor of Felton, in the County of Norib. 
| ö Middringtos, Eſquire, 
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And whereas the ſaid Edward Hor ſſey Miadring ton, and the ſevetal Free- 

holders, and Owners of Meſſuages, Firms, Lands; and Tenements, lying and 

being in the Pariſh' of Fulton aforeſaid, and in the Townſhip of Neon 

on the Moor, in the Pariſh of Sbilbortli, in the ſaid County, have, in —_ 
A o 


7 


S 
ei. 


N 
Sg | Ts 

Eo 121 
of, or as appendant, appurtenant, or belonging, to their ſeyeral Tenements 
or Farms, claimed and enjoyed, for Time immemorial, a Right, Liberty, or 
Privilege, to turn and depaſture their commonable Cattle upon the faid 
Common and Waſte Ground: | 


and whereas the ſaid Edward Hozfley Viddrington, and all or the 
greateſt Fart of the Perſons intitled to ſuch Right of Common, as aforeſaid, arc 
willing and defirous, that the ſaid Common, or Waſte Ground, which in 
its pe fent Condition and Situation is of very little Uſe or Sexyice, may 
be cultivated and improved ; and that the Gime may, for that Purpoſe, - 
be incloſed and divided, and ſet out and allotted, unto and amongſt the 
ſaid Lord of the Manor of Felton, and the ſeveral Freeholdets and Land- 
owners intitled to Common-right in the ſame, in ſuch Shares, Propor- 


tions, and in Manner, as is herein after-mentioned : 


But although ſuch Incloſure and Diviſion will be of publick Utility, and 


tend to the Improvement of the Eſtates and Properties of the ſeveral Per- 


ſons intereſted and concerned in the fame; Pet the ſame cannot he effected, 
to anſwer the Intention of the Parties, without the Aid and Authority of 
an AR of Parliament ; 


May it therefore pleaſe Tour MAJESTY, 


That it may be Enacted; And be it Enacted, by the KING moſt 
Excellent Majtsrr, and with che Advice and Conſent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Tem and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſem- 
bled, and hy the Authority of the ſame, That the ſaid Common, or Tract 
of Land, Qed or known by the Name of Felton-Common, ſituate and 
ing in the ſaid Pariſh of Felton, in the faid-County of Northumberland, 
all, on or before the Twenty-ninth Day of September One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Fifty-four, at the praper Coſts and Charges of all 
Perſons intitled to a Right of Common therein, be ſet out, divided, ap- 
portioned, and allotted, by Alexander Brown, of Doxford, in the County 
of Northumberland, Eſquire ; Percival Horſley, of Cheesburn-Grange, in 
the ſaid County, Gentleman ; Samuel Marriott, of Morpeth, in the ſame 
County, Gentleman; Tyjep Forfter,, of Newton by the Sen, in the fame 
County, Gentleman; 7 homas Forfter, of Laucker, in the fame County, 
Gentleman; Gilbert Park, of Harton, in the ſame County, Gentleman; 
Francis iForfter, of | Felton aforeſaid, Gentleman; Edward Gallon, of Alu- 
wick, in the ſame County, Gentleman; and Matthew Sibbitt, of Shoes- 
wood, in the County of Dar ham, Gentleman; Commiſſioners appointed 
by this Act, and their Succeſſors, or any Three or more of them, unto 
and amongft the Perſons intitled to a Right of Common in the faid 
Tract of Land, in proportion to the yearly Valoe of their reſpecti ve 
Farmholds, Tenements, and Lands, lying within the ſaid Pariſh of Felton, 
and Townſhip of Newton on the Moor, as the ſame is ſtated and aſc 
ed in a certain Book there, called he Boot of Rates And that 
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we ſaid Perſons, intitled as aforeſaid, ſhall hold and enjoy his, her, and 
their Share and Part, ſo to be allotted, in Severalty, to and with his, her 
and their ſaid reſpeQive Farmholds, Tenements, and Lands, as Part oy 
the ſame; and ſhall have the fame Eſtate and Intereſt therein, as he, 
ſhe, or they, now have, or at the time of fuch Allotment and Diyi- 
fion ſhall haye, in the Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, in re- 
ſpect whercof ſuch Allotments- and Partitions ſhall be made; and ſhall 
hedge, ferice, and incloſe the fame, in ſuch Manner and Proportions as the 
ſaid Commiffioners, or their Succefſors, or any Three or more of them, 
ſhall, at the making ſuch Allotments, direct, appoint, and adjudge; and 
ſhall, from time to time, and at all times, keep the Fences fo to be made 
in good Repair. | 


And be ft Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Commiſſion- 


ers, and their Succeſfors, or any Three or more of them, ſhall and may aſcertain, 


ſet out, and appoint, the publick or private Highways or Roads, ogy 
the new Incloſures fo to be made as aforeſaid, with the Aſſizes and Breadth 


thereof; ſo as all publick high Roads ſo to be made, and ſet out, ſhall re- 


main at leaſt Twenty-ſeven Feet broad between the Ditches: And that it ſhall 
not be lawful for any Perfon or Perſons hereafter to uſe any other Ways 
or Roads over the new Incloſures, either on Foot, or with any Horle, 
Cattle, or Carriages, other than ſuch Highways and Roads as ſhall be 
ſo aſcertained, ſet out, and appointed. | 


Pꝛovided nevertheleſs, That nothing herein contained ſhall extend, 


or be conftrued to extend, to impower the ſaid Commiſſioners to give any 


undue Preference to any of the Parties in their reſpeQive Allotments or 
Shares of the ſaid Common, or Tract of Land; and that the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners, in making their Allotments, ſhall have regard to the Goodneſs, 
as well as the Quantity, of the Lands ſo to be aſſigned and allotted 30 
the Parties reſpectively. Hs | 


And whereas it is. requiſite, that ſome convenient Time ſhould be 
fixed for the Perſons intitled to any Part or Share of the ſaid intended 
new Incloſures to pay their reſpective Shares of the Expences and 
Charges attending the ſame; and alſo to accept of their reſpective Allot- 
ments and Shares, which ſhall be made by the ſaid Commiſſioners-appoint- 
ed by this AR, in manner before-mentioned ; Be it Enatted, by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That all and every Perſon and Perſons claiming, 
or any. way intitled unto, any Altotment, Share, or Parcel, of the ſaid in- 
tended new Incloſures, ſhall, and are hereby obliged to pay uch Sum and 
Sums of Money, for his or her Share and Proportion of all ſueh Char 
and Expences, at ſuch time and times, and in ſuch manner, as the ſai 


Commiſſioners, or any Three or more of them, from time to time, as of- 


ten as there ſhall be Occaſion, ſhall, under their Hands, direct and ap- 
| | Point; 
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point; the ſaid Charges and Expences to be ſettled and aſcertained in pro- 


portion, and according to the Valuation in the ſaid Book of Rates, of the 
v 


eral Eſtates of the Parties intitled to ſuch Shares and Allotments re- 
ſpectively; and et of ſuch Payments to be made to ſuch Perſon and 
Perſons, as the {aid Commiſſioners, or any Three or more of them, ſhall 
direct and appoint, within the Space of Fourteen Days next aſter No- 
tice thereof affixed and placed upon the Door of the Pariſh-Church of 
Felton aforeſaid, upon a Sunday immediately before Divine Service ; and 
all and every the ſaid Perſon and Perſons are hereby obliged to accept and 
rake his, her, or their Allotments and Shates, from and after the allotting, 
atid making out, the ſeveral Apportionments and Shares; in Writing, un- 
der the Hands of the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any Three or more of 
them; the ſaid Payment to be made, and Acceptance declared, in Write- 
ing, and delivered to ſuch Perſon or. Perfons, as the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
and their Sucreſſors, or any Three or more of them, ſhall for that 
Purpoſe appoint, within the Space of Three Calendar Months next 
after" Notice thereof ſhall be given, as aforeſaid, and publiſhed in the Lon- 
don Gazette; and alſo in the Paper weekly publiſhed at Newcaſtle upon 
Dae, commonly called the Newca/#le Journal: And in cafe any af the 
Perſon or Perſons, his, her, or their Heirs, Executors, or Adminiſtrators, 
neglect or refuſe either to pay, as aforeſaid, ſuch Sums as ſhall be fo ap- 
pointed, ot to accept his, het, or their Allotments and Shares of the ſaid 
Common, ot Tra& of Land, within the Space of Three Months after 
ſuch Notice given as aforefaid ; ſuch Perſon and Perſons, his, her, or their 
Heirs, Executors, or Adminiſtrators, ſo neglecting or refuſing to pay 
their Contributions ſo to be aſcertained and appointed, or to accept his, 
her, or their Allotments or Shares of the 122 Common, or Tract of 
Land, ſhall be totally excluded, and are hereby excluded, from having 
of receiving any Benefit or Advantage by virtue of this preſent Act; and 
ſhall likewiſe be totally excluded from having any Eſtate, - Intereſt, or 
Right of Common whatſoever, in any of the Lahds allotted to any other 
Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, by virtue of this Act. 


+ Provided always, and it is hereby Enacted, by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That the Executors, Guardians, Committees, Husbands, or 


Truſtees, of any Perſon or Perſons under Age, of otherwiſe incapable, by 
Law, to accept of the Allotments ro be made in purſuance of this Act, 
ſhall, and are hereby enabled and required to accept thereof for the, Uſe 
of ſuch Perſon'or Perſons; and ſuch Acceptance ſhall. be, and is hereby 
declared to be, as valid and effectual, as if the ſaid Perſons had been of 
Age, or capable of acting for themſelves. | | 


Pzovided alſo, and it is hereby Enacted, That any Non- claim 
or Non-acceptance of any Executor, Guardian, Committee, or Truſtee, 
ſhall not exclude; or anyway prejudice, the Claim or Acceptance of any 
Infant, when he . ſhall attain the Age of One- and twenty Years. 
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And, for the more equal aſcertaining the ſald Propottiohs and Shares 
each o 


the ſaid Perſons hath in the ſaid Common to be incloſed, It is 
hereby Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Commiſſi- 
oners, or their Succeſſors, or any Three or more. of them, are here- 
by authorized to ſettle and determine the fame upon 4 Hearing of each 
Proprietor's reſpeQive Claim, as to the ſaid Commiſſioners, or theit 
Succeſſors, or any Three or more of them, ſhall ſeern moſt juſt and 
meet; and that ſuch Determination of the ſaid Commiſſioners, or the 
Survivors of them, or any Three or more of them, ſhall be final; And 
8 the faid Commiſſioners ſhall have fully completed and 
finiſhed the ſaid Partitions and Allotments of the ſaid Common or Tract 
of Land, they ſhall form and draw up an Award or Inſtrument thereof, in 
Writing, which ſhall expreſs and contain a proper Deſcription of the ſeveral 
Parcels of Land allotted to each of the Parties upon the ſaid Incloſure, and 
the Situation and Boundaries of the ſame, and Orders and Directions fot 
fencing the ſame, and making and laying out 2 Roads, Ways, and 
Paſſages, in and through the ſame Premiſes; and ſuch other Orders, Re- 
lations, and Determinations, as fhalt be proper and neceſſary to be in- 
fed therein, according to the Purport and Tenour of this Act: And 
which ſaid Inftrument ſhall be fairly ingtoſſed and written on Parchment 
and ſhall be inrolled in the High Court of Chancery, or by the Clerk of 
the Peace of the ſaid County of Northumberland, at the proper Coſts and 
Charges of the Owners and Proprietors of the ſaid Common, or Tra& of 
Land, rateably, according to the Book of Rates, as aforeſaid: And a true 
Copy of ſach Inrollment ſhalt be allowed as Evidence in all Courts of 
Law and Equity. | | 


And it is hereby Enarted and Declated, That, immediately after 
the Execution of che faid Award of Inftrument, all Right of Common 
whatſveyer in, over, or upon, the ſeveral Parts or Parcels of Common ot 
Waſte-Ground hereby appointed to be divided, allotted, and incloſed, as 
aforeſaid, ſhall ceaſe, determine, and be extinguiſhed. . | 


And it is hereby further Enacked, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That, upon the Death of any of the ſaid Commiſſioners, or of any new 
Commiffionet to be appointed, as is hereafter mentioned, in their ſtead, 
the faid furviving Commiſſioners, or the major Part of them, ſhall, from 
time to time, within One Month after the Death of each Commiſſioner and 
Commiffioners, by Writing under their Hands and Seals, appoint One or 
more new Commiſfioner or Commiſſioners, not intereſted in the ſaid Common 
or Tract of Land, in the room and ſtead of every Commiſfioner or Commiſ- 
fioners dying, as aforefaid ; which Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners, fo to be 
appointed, ſhall have the like Power and Authority, by virtue of this Act, 
a the Commiſſioner or Commiffioners, in whoſe place or places he or they 
ſhall ſucceed, were ſeverally inveſted with, provided the furviying Com- 
miſſioners, or the major Part of them, ſhall, from time to time, give 3 
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lick Notice, in the Pariſh-Church of Felton aforeſaid, of the, Time and 
Place of every ſuch Meeting for the Choice of any new Commiſſioner, 
ar leaſt Fourteen Days before the fame, © 75 


HH enn LING 
And it is further Enacted, by the e aorelal 
That the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any Three or more of them, ſhall, 

are hereby obliged to give Notice, in the ſaid Pariſh- Church of Felton, upon 
ſome Sunday Morning immediately after Divine Service, and alſo publiſh 
in the London Gazette, and in the faid Paper publiſhed weekly at New- 
caftle upon Tyne, commonly called e pers, of the Time an 
Place of the Firſt Meeting of the ſaid Commiſhoners for the Execution 
the Powers hereby veſted in them, at leaſt Thirty Days before the ſame; 
and ſhall and may then, and from time to time thereafter, appoint ſuch 
Times and Places for their ſubſequent Meetings, or, in Default thereof, 
give Notice of ſuch Meeting at the faid Pariſh-Church of Felton, the 
Sunday before the ſame, in the manner aboye-mentioned, — 


And be it further Enatted, by che Authority aforeſaid, That the Lands 
intended to beallotted and incloſed, as aforeſaid, ſhall, after ſuch Allotments 
thereof reſpectively, be held, and be enjoyed, by ſuch Perſon and Perſons 
rteſpectively, and in ſuch Courſe, Order, and Manner, and ſhall be ſubject 
to ſuch Jointures, Dowers, Eſtates, Portions, Charges, and Incumbrances, 
reſpectively, as the Lands and Hereditaments, in reſpect whereof ſuch Al- 
lotments ſhall be made, _ to haye been held and enjoyed, and ſhould 
have been ſubje to, in caſe this Act had not been made | 


And be it Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That this 
Act, and every Clauſe and Matter therein, ſhall, by all and every Judge and 
Judges, and other Perſon and Perſons, be conſtrued and adjudged as large- 
y and beneficially, in all Courts of Law and Equity, and all other Places 


> 


as can be, for the Ends and Purpoſes herein above- mentioned. 
ving and Reſerving always to the ſaid Edward Horley Wid- 
drington, Lord of the Manor 11 Felton, his Heirs and yi =o all 
and all manner of Mines, Collieries, and Quarries, opened and unopened, 
wrought and not wrought, within or under the ſaid Tract of Land called 
Felton-Common, or any Part thereof, with the ſole Right, Title, and In- 
tereſt, in and to the ſame, together with full and free Liberty to ſearch 
for, win, work, dig for, and get, take, and carry away, all the. Coals, 
Limeſtones, Freeſtones, Slates, or other things, that ſhall be found in any 
of the Collieries, Mines, or Quarries, that are already, or ſhall hereafter 
be, diſcoycred within the faid Tract of Land called Felton-Commos, . to- 
gether with all Way-leayes, neceſſary for the Working, and full, Enjoy- 
ment, of all ſuch Mines, Collieries, and Quarries, and all Royaltics over 
the ſame Tract of Land called Felton-Common, as fully, amply, and freely, 
as if this Act had never been made. OM | 
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Saving alſo and Reſerving. to the ſaid Edward Horfley Widdrington, 
his Heirs and Aſſigns, all the Houſes,  Drawkilns, and other Buildings, 
which are now erected upon any Part of the ſaid Common called Felton- 
Common, with Liberty to burn Limeſtones into Lime, at all times, in the 
ſaid Drawkilns, | 


And it is hereby further Enatted, That the ſaid Edward Horfley 
Widadrington, his Heirs and Aſſigns, ſhall have full and free Liberty, at all 
times hereafter, as often as it ſhall be neceſſary or convenient for the better 
working any of the aforeſaid Mines, Collieries, or Quarries, to build and 
erect, uſe and enjoy, as many Houſes, Drawkilns, and other Edifices, 
upon any Part of the ſaid Common, as they ſhall think fit, for the Pur- 
poſes aforeſaid. 


P2ovided always, That if the faid Edward Hor /ley Widdrington, his 
Heirs or Aſſigns, ſhall, at any time hereafter, open or work any new | 
Mines, Collieries, or Quarries, in the ſaid Common, or ſhall ere& any 
new Building upon any Part thereof, he or they ſhall be liable to make a 
reaſonable Satisfaction to the Owner or Owners of the Land wherein ſuch 
Mines, Collieries, or Quarries, ſhall be opened or worked, or fuch Build- 
ings ſhall be erected, for the Damage which he or they ſhall ſuſtain by 
ſuch Opening, Working, or Building ; and by the loading, taking, and car- 
rying away, the Coals, Limeſtones, Freeſtones, Slates, or other Mines or 
Minerals, which ſhall or may be wrought or gotten forth or out of the ſame. 


But it is hereby Declared, That the ſaid Edward Hor/ley Mid- 
drington, his Heirs or Aſligns, ſhall not pay or make any Satisfaction 
to any Perſon whatſoever, for the working any Mines, Collieries, or Quar- 
ries, that have, at any time heretofore, been opened or wrought ; or for 


the loading or carrying away the Coals, Limeſtones, Freeſtones, Slates, or 


other Mines or Minerals, that ſhall or may wrought or gotten forth or out 
of the ſame ; or for any Houſes, or other Buildings, which are now erected 


upon any Part of the ſaid Common called Felton-Common. 


alſo to the KING's Moſt Excellent Majesry, his Heirs and 
Succeſſors, and to all and every other Perſon and Perfons, Bodies Politick 
and Corporate, his, her, and their Heirs, Succeſſors, Executors, and Admi- 


niſtrators (Other than ſuch Perſons as are intitled to Right of Common in 


and upon Felton-Common aforeſaid), All ſuch Rights, Titles, Intereſts, 
Claims, and Demands whatſoever, as they, every or any of them, had, 
before the paſſing this Act, or could or might have had and enjoyed, in 


caſe this Act had not been made. 
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